
Drought :: 2012 
Langley, Oklahoma 



    Drought …what’s the big deal? 

The photo above shows what our pastures usually look like.  We keep as many cattle as we can 

grow grass and hay for without stressing our pastures & meadows.  The goal is balancing cattle 

numbers, rain, a little fertilizer and smart pasture management to produce a calf crop for 

marketing each year. Drought and very hot summer temperatures make it hard to ensure healthy 

cows, well-managed grass and adequate income to cover all of the expenses.     





    Drought…it’s not pretty! 

Several weeks with virtually no 

rain in HOT summer temps 

turned the once green and 

growing grass into “standing 

forage” -essentially cured hay. 

The cows can eat it but the 

nutritional value is far less than 

green grass.  When this dried 

grass is gone, there is nothing 

else for the cattle to eat.   



     Grass Close-up View 
 

As the cows search for something 

to eat overgrazing is a danger.  

Giving the cattle supplemental 

feed keeps them full & happy and 

also helps prevent overgrazing 

damage to the grass.  If we get 

adequate rain soon we could see 

additional grass growth in the 

early fall but the forecast is not 

hopeful.  

Rain is the key – no rain – no 

grass. 



No grass ! 

Two other pastures - same story  - all 

the grass is gone. The only thing 

remotely green are weeds and even 

those are few &  far between! 



    Keeping Watch 
 

 

The golf cart makes it easy to tour 

pastures and check ponds, fence 

and feed cattle. The large pellets 

shown below called “cubes” 

provide the protein missing in the 

dead grass. Keeping the cows on a 

good nutritional plane is 

important to them and their 

calves.  



 Feed & Supplements 
 

 

From top to bottom these photos show (1) 

granulated salt & mineral supplement in a 

weatherproof feeder, (2) a calf feeder designed 

to let calves access calf feed while keeping the 

cows out, and (3) a molasses based feed 

supplement tub for the cows. Each of these is 

designed to satisfy the needs of cows and 

calves by making up for calories and other 

nutrients missing in the grass. The cows also 

get cubes every other day.  



      Hay  

 

Hay baled earlier in the summer is 

the result of adequate spring rain. 

This stockpiled grass is our winter 

feed. We typically bale extra hay to 

safeguard against very dry summers 

or especially hard winters. We 

anticipate having to feed from our 

hay reserves before the summer is 

over this year. Most everyone is 

worried about running out of hay. 



    Water long gone ….  

At left is a spring-fed creek bed, 

at right is an area that is 

typically muddy. Both are 

completely dry this year.  



Ponds & Shade 
 

Ponds provide drinking 

water and a place for cattle 

to cool off. It’s important for 

the cattle to have easy access 

to plenty of clean water and 

shade nearby. You can see 

our bull laying in the shade 

in this photo. Hot summer 

weather with no rain to refill 

the pond impacts water 

supply and water quality. 

         

Our bull Doc Holliday   



10 days later 
 

This is the same pond as the 

previous slide – 10 days 

later. There is now a dry 

spot across the pond. 



     Ponds 
 

Another pond which has gotten 

shallow and has early stage water 

quality issues. As these ponds dry 

up, mud is a concern. We check 

2-3 times a day to ensure none of 

the cows have waded in and 

gotten stuck.  

Same pond 10 days later. 



     Ponds 
 

Pond #3 also getting shallow and 

yucky. The lower photo was 

taken 10 days later. 



Water – plan B 
 

The pond water is no longer optimal, 

so we’ll pull 4 tanks like this one from 

dry storage and fill them from our well 

and rural water. This is our back-up 

watering plan. Each tank holds 300 

gallons and will be placed in a central 

watering area until rains come to fill 

the ponds again. Each adult cow drinks 

15-20 gallons of water per day.  



Herd Health  

These cows and their spring-

born calves are in good 

condition despite the 

drought stressed pasture. 

The balancing act required 

to keep the cows adequately 

fed and nursing their calves 

is a challenging task. These 

calves will be weaned at 5 

months of age rather than 

the traditional  8 months 

due to the drought. Early 

weaning makes it easier on 

the cows and helps the 

calves grow normally. After 

weaning, each group will be 

fed individualized diets. 



    Watching for Heat Stress 
 

 

We make sure cattle have ample shade 

and place their feed & mineral in shady 

spots to help them stay cool.  Despite 

our efforts, heat stress is a concern for 

the cattle. Mature high-fiber grass and 

hot overnight temperatures add to the 

stress from daytime heat. Premature 

calving is a concern for any pregnant  

cows in the herd, so we are watching 

them especially carefully and doing all 

we can to keep them comfortable. 



   Managing Fire Danger  

 

Grass, trees, and brush are all very dry. 

Brush piles from spring clean-up can’t be 

burned until fire danger is over. The 

truck with water tank & sprayer below 

gives us the ability to handle small grass 

fires.  Nearly 52,000 acres in Oklahoma 

burned due to wildfires in late July/early 

Aug 2012 



Planning for the winter…hard choices 
 

 

 

These Miniature Hereford replacement heifers 

are eating “cubes” to provide the protein and 

nutrients they would normally get from grazing 

on grass. They are all in good shape so far.  
 

The winter promises to be a challenge in terms 

of feed & hay prices which will likely cause us 

to sell cattle we would normally be keeping.   

By reducing the number of cows we have to 

match hay and feed available we’ll assure the 

cattle  & the ranch make it through the drought 

in good order. 

 



    We’ve seen tough times before 
 

Our family has been on this land for 105 years. With five 

generations of the family committed to the herd and the land, 

we know hard times come and go. We’re looking forward to 

fall and hopefully some rain! 

Poppy-dot  

Kenzie and MayMay  



Photos and text by Susan Gebhart  ::  www.beaconhillranch.com 
Property of Beacon Hill Ranch ~ all rights reserved ~ August 2012 

http://www.beaconhillranch.com/
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